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Gary C. Devin

University of Buffalo, New York, Bachelor of Professional Studies in Architecture, 1980
Pioneer Central High School, Arcade, New York, 1975

Gary is Principal / Owner of Solutions Studio, a full service architectural firm. Gary is currently President
of the Austin Chapter of the Construction Specifications Institute and, Chairman of the Accounting
Advisory Committee of Virginia College. Gary has been active in lending his time and talent in Austin
ISD by volunteering at Winn Elementary in the Future Scientists and Engineers of America program that
received an Apple Award; tutoring at Anderson High School and as a presenter for the “Choices Program”
at Murchison Middle School.

Gary’s keen interest in improving education comes from the challenges faced in educating his gifted and
challenged son. Finding acceptable resources inside and outside the system was frustrating, time
consuming and costly, but Gary came away from the experience “believing that finding the best education
for our children shouldn’t be as hard or expensive for parents”.

»

Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio, Bachelor of Arts, Theology and Political Science, 2002
St. Edwards University, Education Certification Program, currently
Cristo Rey Jesuit High, Chicago, Illinois, 1998

Gustavo Rodriguez

Gustavo is assistant director for the Corporate Internship Program at Juan Diego Catholic High School
www.JuanDiegoPrep.org and coordinates attendance, prepares students for office tasks for internships in
offices throughout Austin, communicates and visits student’s supervisors and maintains student success
reports. Gustavo also serves as technology applications teacher and coordinator and assistant admissions
director holding workshops and interviews students and parents for admissions placement. Gustavo has
volunteered his time in Chicago in the La Casa Project doing one on one research for the development of a
college dorm facility and resource center, which recently received a 3.4 million dollar grant for its
development. He coordinated a Community March for Education with over 250 participants, created a
network of college community leaders in two parishes and coordinated a block club basketball tournament
involving over 130 kids. Gustavo has become a mentor and leader to the students and their families at Juan
Diego.

“Quality education is a priority in my life, and | am dedicated to make it so in our society. A good educator
is always learning from students and takes time to explain lessons with patience and dedication. A good
teacher challenges students and finds great joy when students finally come to the understanding of a
concept.”



Robert M. Schoolfield i

Texas A&M University, Master of Agriculture, Agronomy, 1976 and Ph.D. Bioengineering, 1983 Rice
University, Bachelor of Arts, Chemistry, 1970

Bob graduated high school from Alamo Heights High in San Antonio, 1966

Bob Schoolfield founded the Austin CEO Foundation www.ceoaustin.org in 1993 seeing a critical and
urgent need to improve education in Texas. SAT scores were and continue to be unacceptably low and
many high school seniors are unable to pass their basic graduation exams. Bob believes that empowering
parents with the right to choose the best schools for their children might be the best solution. Bob founded
Legacy Oaks Christian School www.legacyoaks.org to 9 years ago. Bob recognized that each child has a
unique combination of talents and vocational interests, as well as a preferred learning style and an
individualized developmental timetable. Bob recently founded the Austin Choral Society for Sacred
Music and serves as secretary.

“School choice is well establish in Texas for those who are wealthy enough to pay both school taxes and
private school tuition. Let's replicate the Gl Bill for elementary and secondary school children!”

Jackie Smith :
St. Edwards University, Bachelor of Arts, Psychology and Criminology, 1962
Southwest State University, graduate work in Educational Psychology

Jackie began gymnastics and dance at the age of two, and taught dance, fitness and gymnastics classes
before opening Jackie’s Performing Arts Preschool and Private School www.jackiesschool.com 28 years
ago. Jackie served as an adult felony probation officer with Travis County prior to opening the school,
which gives Jackie an interesting point of view in child education. Jackie’s academy believes in nurturing
and developing a child’s interest in education and fitness activities at a very early age.

“Students at Jackie’s academy are given the lowa Test of Basic Skills each spring beginning with
Kindergarten and her students consistently rank within the top ten percent. Developing self-confidence and
building a strong educational foundation is the most important goal we can possibly set for our students.”



Southwest Texas State University (currently TSU), Bachelor of Business Administration, Marketing, 1992

Master of Public Administration (MPA) in Human Resources, 1997
Lamar High School, Houston, Texas, 1988

Martha Tatum

Martha is a real estate agent and is on the board of Governor Perry’s One Star Foundation, she co-founded
the Mitchell Center and Texas Preparatory Charter School www.texasprep.us former Board of San Marcos
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Texas Hill Country NAACP, MPA Advisory Board Texas State University
(SWT), San Marcos City Council Member.

“The South Central region of the state has the highest percentage of economically disadvantaged people,
second only to the people living along the Texas-Mexico border. We are challenged daily with the task to
improve the economic and educational divide within our communities. In order to do so, parents will need
to be involved and should have the right to choose the educational environment best suited for their
children.”

Thomas G. Tucker n;“: o 4

University of Houston Law Center, Doctor of Jurisprudence, 1989
UT Austin, BBA Real Estate and Urban Land Dev, 1985
Memorial High School, 1982, Houston, Texas

Tommy is an attorney, Founder of Sanctuary Development, and past-President and General Counsel for
Waterstone Development working on projects such as Avery Ranch. CEO Foundation Board Member,
State Bar of Texas Austin: Education for Children Committee, Judicial Affairs Committee, Drop Out
Prevention and Literacy Committee, Aspiring Youth Program Committee and Mentoring of At-Risk
Youths.

“l have mentored several students in both Houston and Austin who are attending schools that I believe give
them little or no chance of ever attending college, much less graduating from high school. The doors that
are opened to individuals to receive a better education should not be limited to upper income families.
Quality educational facilities should be open to all students.”



Peggy Venable
Texas State University, Bachelor of Arts, Journalism and Political Science, 1973
Baylor University, work towards Masters Degree in International Business
Permain High School, Odessa, Texas, 1969

Peggy is Texas Director of Americans For Prosperity www.AmericansForProsperity.org
formerly Citizens for a Sound Economy Foundation. Peggy was currently appointed
board member for the Texas Center for Educational Research TCER that works closely
with the Texas Association of School Boards TASB. Peggy has more than 30 years in
public policy and in the political arena. Peggy served in Washington with the US
Interstate Commerce Commission, the US Dept of Interior as Deputy Press Secretary and
White House Liaison, The US Dept of Education, and the Reagan-Bush and President
Ford Presidential Campaigns. Peggy is won numerous awards and is widely published in
newspapers across the state and can regularly be heard as co-host of Flip Side on
1370AM talk radio. Peggy has numerous speeches and debate forums around the state to
her credit. Peggy wants “More education for our dollars, not more dollars for education.
Pouring more money into the education system won't address student performance. Until
we fund the student's education and not the educational system or educational institutions
we will not have an efficient education system in Texas.”
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Don Zimmerman d .

Texas A&M, Bachelor of Science, 1984 Master, 1986
Highlands High School, San Antonio, 1997

Don Zimmerman is the father of one daughter, Marina. He is a software engineer at IBM and a licensed
helicopter and fixed wing pilot. He graduated from Texas A&M University with a B.S. and M.S.
Mechanical Engineering. Don is the President of Northwest Austin Municipal Utility District #1, Founder
of Save our Taxpayers and Executive Director of the RLC. Don “supports innovative reforms and school
choice initiatives to be decided by local school districts.”



